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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claims 5 and 19 are objected to because of the following informalities: In claims 
5 and 19, line 3 should be replaced with "said discriminating information has a« 
information to select an ID". 

3. Claim 18 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 2, "wherein" 
should be not be capitalized. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Line 3 should be replaced with "said data processing is 
performed by a data processing apparatus". Line 9 should be replaced with " said data 
processing apparatus transmits said discriminating information corresponding to the". 

6. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
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regards as the invention. Line 10 should be replaced with " said image forming 
apparatus transmits said discriminating information corresponding to the". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

8. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Roosen 
793. 

Referring to claim 1 , Roosen 793 discloses an operation mode notifying method 
of notifying an upper apparatus of operation modes of a data processing apparatus, 
comprising: 

storing display control information for displaying the operation modes of said 
data processing apparatus (Fig. 3, page 3, paragraph 47-48, displays a symbol 
indicating the status of the printer); 

storing discriminating information for discriminating said operation mode of said 
data processing apparatus (page 2, paragraph 23, information server stores status 
information of the printer); 

transmitting said display control information and said discriminating information 
when said data processing apparatus received a obtaining request of the operation 
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modes from said upper apparatus (Fig. 3, page 3, paragraph 47-48, displays a symbol 
indicating the status of the printer); and 

transmitting said discriminating information when said data processing apparatus 
received again a obtaining request of the operation modes from said upper apparatus 
(page 6, paragraph 109, browser asks for updated frames at predetermined intervals). 

Referring to claim 2, Roosen 793 discloses changing said discriminating 
information based on said operation modes of said data processing apparatus when 
said obtaining request of said operation modes is received (page 6, paragraph 109, 
browser asks for updated frames at predetermined intervals). 

Referring to claim 3, Roosen 793 discloses changing said discriminating 
information when said operation modes of said data processing apparatus are changed 
(page 3, paragraph 44, mode information is dynamic). 

Referring to claim 4, Roosen 793 discloses storing a plurality of display control 
information, wherein each said display control information has a corresponding ID name 
(Fig. 3, page 3, paragraph 47-48, displays printer name). 

Referring to claim 5, Roosen 793 discloses wherein said discriminating 
information has information to select an ID name assigned to said display control 
information (Fig. 3, page 3, paragraph 47-48, displays printer name). 

Referring to claim 6, Roosen 793 discloses wherein said display control 
information includes image information (Fig. 3, page 3, paragraph 47-48, displays a 
symbol indicating the status of the printer), and 
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said data processing apparatus transmits said held display control information 
and said discriminating information which is formed to said upper apparatus in 
accordance with the obtaining request of the operation mode of said data processing 
apparatus from said upper apparatus, and when the obtaining request of the operation 
mode of said data processing apparatus is made again by said upper apparatus, 
transmits the discriminating information for discriminating the operation mode of said 
data processing apparatus and displaying said display information corresponding to a 
result of said discrimination by control based on said display control information 
received by said upper apparatus (page 6, paragraph 109, browser asks for updated 
frames at predetermined intervals). 

Referring to claim 7, Roosen 793 discloses wherein: 

said data processing is a data forming apparatus (printer 200 of Fig. 2c, page 1- 
2, paragraph 110, server resides in printer), said data processing apparatus holds 
discriminating information for allowing said upper apparatus to discriminate each of said 
available operation modes of said data processing apparatus and display control 
information for allowing said upper apparatus to display said operation mode on the 
basis of said discriminating information (page 2, paragraph 23, information server stores 
status information of the printer), and 

said data forming apparatus transmits said discriminating information 
corresponding to the operation mode upon requesting and said display control 
information to said upper apparatus in accordance with a first obtaining request of said 
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operation mode from said upper apparatus (Fig. 3, page 3, paragraph 47-48, displays a 
symbol indicating the status of the printer); 

when said discriminating information and said display control information are 
received, said upper apparatus holds said display control information, discriminates 
each of the operation modes of said data processing apparatus shown by said 
discriminating information by control based on said display control information, and 
displays contents showing the operation mode corresponding to a result of said 
discrimination (Fig. 3, page 3, paragraph 47-48, displays a symbol indicating the status 
of the printer); and 

said data processing apparatus again transmits said present discriminating 
information to said upper apparatus in accordance with the obtaining request of said 
operation mode from said upper apparatus so as to display the present operation mode 
by the control based on said display control information held in said upper apparatus 
(page 6, paragraph 109, browser asks for updated frames at predetermined intervals). 

Referring to claim 8, Roosen '793 discloses wherein said discriminating 
information is shown by each ID name added to each of the display information for 
displaying the various operation modes by images (Fig. 3, page 3, paragraph 47-48, 
displays printer name), and 

said upper apparatus discriminates each of the display information corresponding 
to each of said ID names by the control based on said display control information, 
obtains said display information from said data processing apparatus, and displays it 
(Fig. 3, page 3, paragraph 47-48, displays printer name). 
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Referring to claim 9, Roosen 793 discloses wherein said upper apparatus 
receives and holds each of the display information corresponding to each of the 
operation modes prior to displaying the operation mode of said data processing 
apparatus (Fig. 3, page 3, paragraph 47-48, inherent work station receives status 
information before displaying it). 

Referring to claim 10, Roosen 793 discloses wherein said upper apparatus 
holds the received discriminating information until it obtains the latest discriminating 
information, discriminates on the basis of said held discriminating information, and 
displays the operation mode corresponding to a result of said discrimination (page 6, 
paragraph 109, browser asks for updated frames at predetermined intervals). 

Referring to claim 11, Roosen discloses wherein said upper apparatus compares 
contents of said held discriminating information with contents of the received latest 
discriminating information and reflects only the different contents to the held 
discriminating information (page 3, paragraph 44, mode information is dynamic). 

Referring to claim 12, Roosen discloses wherein said data processing apparatus 
holds updating interval information for controlling an interval for obtaining said 
discriminating information by said upper apparatus in correspondence to each of said 
upper apparatuses (page 6, paragraph 109, browser asks for updated frames at 
predetermined intervals). 

Referring to claim 13, Roosen discloses wherein said upper apparatus holds 
updating interval information in which an interval for updating said discriminating 
information is shown and makes the obtaining request of the discriminating information 
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on the basis of said updating interval information (page 6, paragraph 109, browser asks 
for updated frames at predetermined intervals). 

Referring to claim 14, Roosen discloses an image forming system comprising: 
an upper apparatus (workstations of Fig. 2, page 1-2, paragraph 19); a transmission 
path to which said upper apparatus is connected, and an image forming apparatus for 
notifying said upper apparatus of operation modes of said image forming apparatus via 
said transmission path (printer 200 of Fig. 2c, page 1-2, paragraph 19), wherein 

said image forming apparatus holds discriminating information for allowing said 
upper apparatus to discriminate each of said available operation modes and display 
control information for allowing said upper apparatus to display said operation mode on 
the basis of said discriminating information (page 2, paragraph 23, information server 
stores status information of the printer), 

said image forming apparatus transmits said discriminating information and said 
display control information corresponding to the operation mode upon requesting via 
said transmission path in accordance with an obtaining request of said operation mode 
from said upper apparatus (Fig. 3, page 3, paragraph 47-48, displays a symbol 
indicating the status of the printer), and 

if the obtaining request of said operation mode is again made by said upper 
apparatus, transmits said present discriminating information to said upper apparatus via 
said transmission path (page 6, paragraph 109, browser asks for updated frames at 
predetermined intervals), said upper apparatus makes the obtaining request of the 
operation mode of said image forming apparatus via said transmission path, when said 
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discriminating information and said display control information are received via said 
transmission path, holds said display control information, discriminates each of the 
operation modes of said image forming apparatus shown by said discriminating 
information by control based on said display control information, displays the operation 
mode corresponding to a result of said discrimination, and thereafter (Fig. 3, page 3, 
paragraph 47-48, displays a symbol indicating the status of the printer), 

makes the obtaining request of the operation mode of said image forming 
apparatus again via said transmission path, when said present discriminating 
information is received from said image forming apparatus via said transmission path, 
discriminates each of the operation modes of said image forming apparatus shown by 
said present discriminating information by control based on said held display control 
information, and displays the operation mode corresponding to a result of said 
discrimination (Fig. 3, page 3, paragraph 47-48, displays a symbol indicating the status 
of the printer). 

Referring to claim 15, see the rejection of claim 1 above. 
Referring to claim 16, see the rejection of claim 2 above. 
Referring to claim 17, see the rejection of claim 3 above. 
Referring to claim 18, see the rejection of claim 4 above. 
Referring to claim 19, see the rejection of claim 5 above. 
Referring to claim 20, see the rejection of claim 6 above. 
Referring to claim 21, Roosen '793 discloses wherein said display control 
information holding unit holds the display control information including image 
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information (Fig. 3, page 3, paragraph 47-48, displays a symbol indicating the status of 
the printer), and 

said communicating unit transmits said display control information which is held 
by said display control information holding unit and said discriminating information which 
is formed by said discriminating information forming unit to said upper apparatus in 
accordance with the obtaining request of the operation mode of said data processing 
apparatus from said upper apparatus, and when the obtaining request of the operation 
mode of said data processing apparatus is made again by said upper apparatus, 
transmits the discriminating information for discriminating the operation mode of said 
data processing apparatus and displaying the display information corresponding to a 
result of said discrimination by the control based on said display control information 
received by said upper apparatus (page 6, paragraph 109, browser asks for updated 
frames at predetermined intervals). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter K. Huntsinger whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7435. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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